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1. Overview of Media Independent Handover Service 

One of the basic assumptions being made is that a Mobile node (MN) is multi-mode, i.e., it has more than one interface type available between which a handover can take place. Interface may be wireline type  such as Ethernet defined by 802.3, different IEEE 802.xx wireless  interfaces defined by 802.11, 802.15, and 802.16, or other wireless  interfaces defined by cellular SDOs such as 3GPP and 3GPP2.

Another assumption being made is that for a successful seamless handover between heterogeneous interfaces there should be some coverage overlap. For an end-to-end session continuity issues such as authentication, authorization, accounting, and quality of service would also have to be resolved before a session handover is complete.

A layer 3 protocol such as Mobile IP is used for seamless session continuity. A Primary Wireless Service Provider (P-WSP) acts as a users home service provider in the context of Mobile IP configuration including all AAA functionality.
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