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7.3.x General Relay Message

MN and candidate PoA may want to exchange message when MN decided to start handover. Because there does not exist connect between MN and candidate PoA , MIH General Relay Message could be used which take old PoA as anchor point to relay message between MN and candidate PoA.

Old PoA has constructed connection with MN and candidate PoA. So it is more reliable to exchange messages through old PoA than exchange messages directly between MN and candidate PoA at that time.

MN and candidate PoA could do service connection, service configuration and negotiation, querying status of links through General Relay Message. 

7.3.x. Link_General_Relay_Message.indication

7.3.x.1 Function
This primitive is used by MIH Function between serving network a terminal. This primitive could also be used by MIH Function between serving network and candidate network.

7.3.x.2 Semantics of service primitive
The parameters of the primitive are as follows:
Link_General_Relay_Message.indication {

SourceIdentifier

DestinationIdentifier,

RelayMessageList

}
Local or Remote: Both

MIHF (old Network) <> MIHF (new Suggested Network), MIHF (old Network) <> MIHF (Terminal)

	Name
	Type
	Description

	SourceIdentifier
	Identifier
	The origination point from where the event is generated.

	DestinationIdentifier
	Identifier
	The destination identifier

	RelayMessageList
	
	Message exchange between MN and candidate network


7.3.x.3 When generated
This primitive is generated when MN or candidate network want to exchange messages each other through serving network.

7.3.x.4 Effect on receipt
Receiver would take different action according to content of RelayMessageList receiving.

Usage scenario 
As an example, there illustrates a handover flow from 802.16 to 3GPP2 cdma20001x.
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	1
	The MN is associated to an 802.16 BS.

	2
	MN decided to handover to cdma2001x network. MN sends General Relay Message which includes Origination Message described in 3GPP2 standards.

	3
	802.16 networks relay this message to 3GPP2 network.

	4
	3GPP2 network sends General Relay Message which includes ExtendedChannelAssignMessage described in 3GPP2 standards.

	5
	802.16 networks relay this message to MN.

	6
	MN notifies 802.16 networks it will handover to 3GPP2 network.

	7
	MN switches to 3GPP2 network to acquire forward null service frame for setup traffic connection.


MN and 3GPP2 network exchange messages for preparing service connection Through 802.16 network. So that MN could avoid exchanging messages with 3GPP2 network directly by random access process, which is less reliable than relaying message by 802.16 networks.
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