5.7.1 Transport Considerations

The selection of the transport mechanism for MIH messages is dependent on the access technology that connects the MN to the network and the location of the MIH PoS.
There are two kinds of transport mechanisms.  The first is lower layer (L2) and the second is higher layer (L3).  Within the lower layer (L2) there may be alternate means (e.g., L2 management frames or L2 data frames) for transporting MIH messages.  For example wireless networks such as IEEE 802.11 and IEEE 802.16 have a management plane and support management frames which could be suitably enhanced for carrying the MIH messages.  Alternately, the wired Ethernet network does not have a management plane and may carry the MIH messages only in data frames.
· Transport of MIHF messages over IEEE 802.3 links is accomplished by encapsulating the MIH messages in data frames.
· Transport of MIH messages over IEEE 802.11 and IEEE 802.16 links is recommended through extensions of media-specific management frames.
· No assumptions are made in this standard regarding the transport of MIH messages over 3GPP and 3GPP2 access links at L2.
If the MN cannot reach the MIH PoS via the transport mechanisms of lower layer (L2), then higher layer (L3) transport mechanisms shall be used.
